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CFUW Stratford 
Monthly Meeting Minutes 

“Meet and Greet” 
September 25, 2012, 7:30 P.M. 

 
7:55 P.M. 
 
1. Call to Order: President Nancy Hallowell-Scott welcomed members and guests to the 

annual Meet and Greet at Romeo Court.  She introduced this year’s Executive Committee 
and thanked them for serving our organization. The position of 2nd Vice-president is open 
but Lois Battle and Sylvia Wright have agreed to assume duties for Interest Groups and 
monthly meeting refreshments, respectively.  The position of Advocacy Chair is also vacant; 
members were encouraged to consider serving in this role, as it is a very important part of 
our mission. Nancy then briefly outlined the Program for the evening. 

 
2. Presentation of Mature Student Scholarship Award: Scholarship Chair Lois McColl 

presented an Academic Upgrading Award to Laura Boydell who completed high school 
equivalency at Conestoga College.  Laura is now enrolled in the nursing program at 
Fanshawe College. 

 
3. Guest Speaker: Nora Walden introduced the evening’s speaker – Hira Javed.  

 After graduation in Business Administration from Laurier, Hira completed an M.Sc. in Digital 
Experience Innovation at the University of Waterloo Stratford Campus in 2012, as part of the 
first graduating class.  She is currently employed at the CBC in Toronto. 
 

Hira spoke first about “Privacy policies and digital identities” in general and then more 
specifically about “The importance of anonymity for female muslim bloggers.”  She explained 
that while we all expect certain personal information will be kept private, the concept of 
privacy differs depending on the cultures and nationalities involved. In the physical world, 
perceptions are based on what can be seen, but in the digital world perceptions are based 
on what a person chooses to reveal and there is unlimited opportunity for an individual to 
create an identity in the digital world.  In fact one may create several identities depending on 
the platform used; for example, a very personal social identity on Facebook versus a 
professional identity on Linked-In. Even though the Internet allows for free flow of 
information, we have personal control based on the details we chose to share.  We need to 
be aware of the extent to which the information is shared when we post it using a particular 
site or forum. The Internet knows no national boundaries, so it is difficult to regulate. 
Although most social media sites have guidelines regarding what type of information can be 
shared and will exercise discretion in blocking inappropriate or defamatory information, 
there is no way to regulate across the board.  As a completely open forum, blogging allows 
for the anonymous expression of a wide scope of ideas to a potentially unlimited audience.  
It is also interactive and readers can offer support or voice other opinions.  The cost is 
minimal; allowing people whose voice might not otherwise be heard to communicate, 
without censorship, on a global scale.  Anonymity is particularly important where social or 
cultural restraints prevent certain people from speaking in the physical world.  Female 
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bloggers in Muslim countries can express opinions without fear and this has not only allowed 
open dialogue on issues important in their home countries, but also helped dispel 
misconceptions elsewhere in the world.  Blogging has removed biases based on censorship 
of other forms of mass media in all parts of the world.  However, because there is no 
regulation we, as readers, must remember that the facts presented may not be accurate and 
learn to be discriminatory, to check or verify facts when possible.  (In order to view blogs, 
one needs only to “Google” the topic.) 
 

The audience had several questions and a lively discussion followed.  Katharine Gunnel-
Gavin thanked Hira for her very informative talk, which had opened a window on important 
issues in digital communication. 
 

Business Meeting 
 

a. President’s Remarks: Nancy Hallowell-Scott read excerpts from “Why join CFUW” by Myrtle 
Greve of Hamilton. A large part of our dues go to the national office of CFUW, and because 
we are self-funded we are the only women’s organization that can advocate with the 
Canadian federal government. Eg. CFUW has signed on to the “Child Care is a Right“ 
declaration. This summer CFUW national passed five resolutions endorsing:  

 1.  Retention of women in skilled trades and non-traditional occupations,  
 2.  Climate change mitigation,  

3. Toward a mental health strategy for Canada (which includes the amendment 
proposed by our club),  

 4.  Full accessibility and barrier free environments for persons with disabilities, and 
 5.  Ensuring food security in Canada.  

The action and advocacy committee is preparing to present these to MPs this fall. Current 
advocacy work is outlined in a weekly e-bulletin, which members can receive by emailing a 
request to cfuwadvocacy@rogers.com.   

 
b. Correspondence: 

 The Ontario West Fall Gathering is Oct. 27 in Guelph. Nancy Hallowell-Scott, Katherine 
Gunnel-Gavin and Pat Shewen are attending.  Please let Nancy know if you wish to go. 

 Thank you notes were received from 2012 Scholarship recipients Priyanka 
Venkataramani, Laura Louwagie and Naomi Bauer-Mason, all from St. Michael’s High 
School. 

 
c. Reports: 

 Scholarships  Louise McColl/ Liz Dolan  
 A brochure has been produced outlining the annual scholarships CFUW Stratford 
provides through donations and fund raising. There are 3 Science Awards of $400 and 3 
French Awards of $200 for female students from each of the three Stratford High 
Schools, 2 French Immersion Awards of $200 each to Central and St. Michael’s High 
Schools, 3 Merit Awards of $250 for each high school, 2 awards of $250 for mature 
women who complete high school equivalency at Conestoga and Fanshawe Colleges.   

mailto:cfuwadvocacy@rogers.com
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 Interest Groups Lois Battle 
 Sign up sheets for 14 different Interest Groups were available this evening and will also 
be made available at the October meeting.  Most groups meet once a month and this is 
a good way to have fun and get to know other members. Typically the group leader will 
contact members by email or telephone.  The exception is the Bridge group, whose 
members are asked to call Pat Jones to confirm attendance (519-393-8052). 
 

 Program Pat Reavy 
 A brochure has been produced outlining the Program for 2012-13. The theme for this 
year’s speakers is “What works for women in Public Policy and Programs.” Regular 
meetings are held monthly on the fourth Tuesday at 7:30 PM at Central United Church.  
Exceptions are the Dec. 8 Seasonal Celebration at noon, the Elizabethan Dinner April 6 at 
6:30 PM and the Annual General Meeting at 6 PM, all at the Queen’s Inn. 
 

 Fund Development Connie Stewart 
 This year’s Art Series is four illustrated lectures on dress, presented by Joseph Hisey, 
Nov. 8,16,23,30, at 1:30 PM in the Griffith Auditorium at Spruce Lodge. Tickets are $50 
for the season or $15 per session and are available at Blowes Stationery, from any 
member of the Development or Executive Committees or at the door.   
 

d. Door Prizes   
  Nancy Hallowell-Scott and Pat Shewen drew names for several door prizes 
 
Adjournment at 9:20 PM 

 
 
 
Next Meeting October 23, 7:30 PM, Central United Church 
  Speaker: Joanne MacDonald, Optimism Place 
“Challenges women face while navigating the Perth Family Court system” 

 
 

 
 

 


