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STRATFORD 

CFUW Board of Directors 
  and 
 Articles and Bylaws Committee, 
Standing Committee of the CFUW Board of Directors. 
 
March 28, 2017 
 
Dear Ms. Hollett & Ms. Willis: 
 
RE: 2017 CFUW Proposed Motion #2 to Amend; Proposed by CFUW St Thomas  
 
It is with great distress that CFUW Stratford again sees a proposed motion to amend 
the CFUW Articles and Bylaws, regarding membership in IFUW, now Graduate Women 
International (GWI). Please find our comments and questions below. 
 

1) Statement of Opinions:  The four bullets in the first paragraph are a summary of 
last year’s arguments for the same motion.  Once again we read statements of 
opinion being passed off as truth.  Did the “vetting “ performed by the CFUW 
Standing Committee of the Board, Articles and Bylaw Committee require the 
proposing club to a) provide evidence and b) state their sources for these 
opinions.  If not, then can you please explain why not.  Also, what direction on 
this issue did the Board provide to the Articles and Bylaw Committee?  Does the 
Committee receive input and guidance when they report to the Board? 
Based on the conflict we experienced in St Catherine’s, this shortcoming could 
again result in another contentious AGM in Richmond.  A concerted pre-AGM 
intervention from the National Board re:  CFUW membership in GWI would be of 
benefit to the entire CFUW membership. 

 
2) Financial Viability of CFUW Federation at Risk:  In paragraph 2, the proposed 

amendment contends that “Canada’s continued membership in GWI puts the 
financial viability of our Canadian Federation at risk.”  Again we ask if the 
“vetting” performed by the Articles and Bylaw Committee and subsequently the 
Board determined if this is indeed true.  We now call on the full National Board to 
assist us with the factual basis for this perception, as it will ensure a well-
reasoned vote on this proposed Amendment at the AGM.  As much as we 
respect the wisdom of the Amendment proposers, and Articles and Bylaws 
Committee, each from their own stance in time and place, we need to learn 
accurate factual information, with sources stated, from our leadership.  Of all 
parties involved, they are the most informed on this issue.  Our Board needs to 
speak with one voice, and very clearly, on this issue. 
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3) Proposed Amendment and the “Moving Forward” Initiative:  This proposed 
Amendment is not separate from the “Moving Forward” initiative undertaken by 
the full CFUW Board.  We have now seen the information from other Clubs and 
Individuals re: the “Moving Forward” initiative and need to see the National Board 
providing leadership by taking a stand.  Club level confidence in the National 
Board may weaken as a result of such an omission again this year. 

 
4) New Members and Financial Viability:  CFUW, like all membership-funded 

non-profits, needs an increasing number of members to grow and remain 
financially viable.  This year CFUW Stratford attracted 12 new members.  
Because we distribute all documentation from National directly to our 
membership, we are learning from them that they are troubled by the tone of 
conflict and lack of a unified vision on the GWI issue emanating from the National 
Board and her Committees.   

 
The timing of the presentation of the proposed Amendment #2, followed by the 
publishing of the responses to the Moving Forward initiative, gives the impression 
that a Standing Committee of the full Board is working at cross-purposes to the 
“Moving Forward” initiative and potentially interrupting its momentum.  For us, 
these continuing disturbances are making this organization less appealing to new 
members, long-time members, and even potential members.  If this issue is not 
resolved in a mediated and positive way, as soon as possible, the future of 
CFUW will likely be in jeopardy. 

 
With sincere regards, 
 
 
Mary Jane Amey  
President, CFUW Stratford 
Per the CFUW-GWI Subcommittee        
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